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Epiſtle to the R eaves: 


Could wiſh there was no-occaſion ſor me to diſturb 
my Brams in my Hammock about the Abuſes of 
the Sailors ; but they have been of too long a con- 
tinuance to be born without Reſentment : by frequent 
Complaints th& Miſerable often find Mercy ; and we are 
bound to pray, tho Heaven thinks not fit to grant, when 
| we think we ſtand moſt in need of what we deſire. 1 
don't ſay that Navys m former Reigns have been with- 
out Corruption ; but how eafily have their Grievances 


been redreſs'd ? Sir John Thomplon in his Preface - 


tothe Earl of Angleſey's State of the Government, 
from 21 Edw. 3. N* 58. ſays, The Commons 
complain, That ha divers Merchants were 
ſlain and rob'd on the Sea by the King's Ene- 
mies of France, they which undertook the Con- 
du& may be made come into this preſent Par- 
liament to make Gree to the Merchants, who by 


their default have loſt their Goods, To which | 


che King anſwers, Let Perſons and Places be ap- 

Poe for hearing the Plaints of all thar will 
mplain, tothe end Right and Reaſon may be- 

fally done tothe Plaintiff, Sir John farther adds 

from the 45th of Edw+3. N® 31. When the Com- 

mons afhrm the Decay of.the Nayy to.ariſe by 

three Cauſes, viz 1. For that Y. undry RY 
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my 


iy - 1 Epiſtle to the- Reader: 
"Ships are: taid. for the King Jong -before they 
ſerve, whereby the Owners are driven at their 
Charges to find their Mariners to their _ 
2. For that Merchants, the Nouriſhers of the 
Nayy,are ofcen reftrainedtheir'Shipping;where- 
by Mariners are driven to ſeek other Trades atid 
Livings. 3. 'For that the Maſters of che Kitig's 
Ships do take up Maſters of other Ships as good 
as themſelves are; whereby the moſt of theſe 
'Ships do lie ſtill, and the Mariners are enforced 
to ſeek new Livings, whereof they pray'Reme- 
dy': The King-promiſes to provide Remedy. 
Theſe were but Innocent Grieyances to what ours now 
are, yet of a far ſhorter contmuance. - Q's and R's were 
Letters then unknown to have Power enough t0 Keep 
Sailors ont of their. Pay. Thoſe that were publick Scan- 
dals and Grievances to the People, were the ſame then 
to the King, as Sir John'alſo mſtanceth from'5 Heri. 
4. That the King's Confeſſor, the Abbot of Dore, 
Mr. Richard Durham and Crosby of "the Chamber, 
at the Requeſt of Parliament, were” removed fron 
the King's preſence, The King ſaying, Thar he 
knew no Cauſe wherefore chey ſhould be re- 
moved, but only forthat they wete hated of the 
People, and therefore” chatged chem to depart 
from his' Houſe, ' all but thr Abbor who was not 'then 
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REMARKS 


ON THE 


Preſenc Condition 


OF-THE 


NAVY Kee: 


HE monſtrous Miſinanagements in ous Naval 
T Affairs, : have: not only ized! the Tongues - 


of. Co doe ohe Page: of--Writers, 


in repre 
tare,” and-of ſuch fatal Conſequence to - the Engliſh Na- 
tion. '- Our Maritime Miſcartiages have 
Concern' even of the whole 


ravell'd all the Myſtery of Iniquity, 


and laid the Com- 
mon Grievance of the good:P : of 


had been: puniſhed, as well as their-Crimes diſcovered, 


it might have deterred ſucceeding Commiſſioners, who 


now by the Succeſs of their Predeceſlors may be en- 


to raiſe their Fortunes -to- the ruin. of - the - 
Ki Vice unpuniſhed/hasa very attractive Virtue - 


in it,..and men eafily tread the Path to.Riches,” tho: ne-- 


ting Grievances of ſo high \a na» 
ons oantges 
been the —_—_ who have un- - 
point before his Majeſty in an Ev Addrefs. Whethes. 


that Addreſs gave being to-the, preſent Commiſſion of | 
Admiralty, is-not worth our Enquiry: butvif Perſons - 


verſo wicked, -when they ſee — paſs with ſafety be- 
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(2) 
fore them. When men. have loſt all ſenſe of Honeſty 
and Conſcience, what Crimes will they not commit ? 
eſpecially ſuch as cin leap over-all Fences of Law, or 
can have recourſe to Nel proſequi's, or Privy Seals. But 
it ſeems the Crimes of the late Commiſlion of Admiralty 
are forgiven, 'tho they neyer be blotted out of the 
Book of the P. remembrance, /fince this Age is 
likely to feel the s of their Manageifient. An itl 
Star has influenc'd our Horizon hitherto, and the Sons 
of the Sea have been under a fatal Diretion. But you 
fay, Sir, we have anew Commiſſion, upon which you 
defire my Opinion. | 

You know it does not much lie in-my way tobe-ac- 
quainted with Perſons, but Things : I am no Cour- 
tier, nor never 'defire to be one. - All the knowledg I 
have of your Courtiers ariſes: from the Influence their 

zement has upon the Publick. If I have an ill 
piece of work put into my hands, it matters not” who 
made it 3 he was either ignorant, no Artiſt, or. a cheat- 
ing Knave, and conſequently not worth my. Acquain- 
tance. You know Men as well m——_ and may ea- 
fily gueſs how they will-prove, by their Temper and tn- 
clination, before they 'come into Office, and by com- 
paring their. Princi with the Principles of thoſe 
whom they \fucceed;z' for if they are caſt in the ſame 
Mould, they encline the ſame way, and their Manage- 
ment will produce the ſame EffeQts: If they have no 
more Haneſty, nor more Skill in Naval Affairs, and are 
no better Friends to Trade and the Exg/i Intereſt than 
the others, your new Commiſſion is like ſome Revolu- 
tions,. an Alteration withour a Change 3 you have only 
*d your Shilling for two Sixpences, and got not 

one Farthing by the bargain. I could give you a better 
ACN 


wa of yur new Commis, bad not y — 
© 3 for we have 

ence of our new Maſters, and. tardly oow GS it 
be worth while to drink their Healths. / gray” > 
well tell you what they are, as I ca 
they ought to be,” which if 1 ſhould 
be angry with. me; | nnd therpfons wh 
ſure, and avoid tbe Fireſbips of the 
gate, [ll tell you what oy dons 


They ought not to be for 
we Tarn ane Samy ill, 
that we: ſhall never endure it at home, in the - 
i GN of Boglend ,uſelet. ge 
c vy; © Aa 
The very notionof a Standi contains. in it all 
the Villanies and Rogueries that ever the Warld ſaw 


for Slavery,  Papery, andall the Devildons of 
verſe are its inſeparable Accidents... ' Now if | 
ciple of a Standing Army is. t to ſucceed DoQrines 
Paſſive Obedience and Non-refiftance, | 
ſerve for a Teſt now as the others did in t 
no man-can have a: 
uitted - his Right -to Liberty... 
Dri inciples are under the influence of the-Royal Favour, 
there needs no Proclamation to ld mccbed of ac- 
quiring ao Office. 
Theſe men might ſurely be contented with the Ad- 
antages they receive by rapyl upa Hong Army 
ho. the > the nee of eheks Conatry,. w refleQiog- upon 
others, who endeavour to nar this Government 
according to our Conſtitution, and are not willing to 
put thlt Libeteryndes che Cop of x Land Force: 


25 
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Tis truethe Prince of. YR overt) their” Ad- 
vice," andat their Requeſt; and" th As — 
yen him three of he! moſtiporent a fy | 

Yon; Aaretlr— 3 Topo: 
him'in them than to 'nian jor” ty of his Predenetfors 

and him- over to their Liberties to hes 

—_——_ —_—— of a'Standing Army ; 

-- d'yge think” pay Artes nom makeup the ſame Fet- 

| 2 or'® lately knoekt of ? Phe then tell us thac 

c the Natioaranot bv {icure withont a Standing Army, 
— we ſay bye danger with one 3 and 

-- certa $ 


Þ a with = 
Wm So an, his poin rhe 
+” are 't W tz for'the 
bn People+ate more valuable 
4 'theR 


| Aa ttie ei Beat a Ti 
* Right wtheir Breath, a 2 
f King asfueh'cannot haves As her upon the 
" Go Fa'X and loſe 
- hisCrown, atki'tho1 ts Fra devolve __ 
the People;as the Leg] Centre of all Aogbur and Dign 
- ty/3\but an-Bygldb-imin'-can never forfeit his Libert Tad 
' the Rights he'was born to: ' If he be'convifted'of High 
Treafots without” tlie Privilege of Gavel-kind, and his 
Eftat6þccommes confileate, his Son, getter cs em 
_ © is Heirto his Liberty and Property, and enjoys all the 
Privileges of a Freeman : His Cauſe is pleadable at Bar 
* 4n a®Court' of * Jaſtive 3 he'muſt' be ' by his" Peers 
....- according to the ktiowh Laws of the Redley: *:\So that 
- at EngliſÞ-than cat upon no account” forfeit his Ri ight 
: Now the Liberties of the People being fo valuable, firw, 
< and-Wlhiony' this Goyetninierit has 'more-reaſbn to — 
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; fide- in their Security* than any heretofore 3 "for this 
was brought to the Throne*by worthy Partiors, 
_ ſheh'as oppos'd the'Tyrangies of "the late Reigns, and” 
- ſaci/as'this Government” has. not'matie far'and_lazy by 
. Offices of Profit and Truſt. Theſe men are till livin 
and have .nothing but their Liberties to leave'to t 
- Children ; which being their laſt Stake, 'they*l be' ſure: 
to” manage it well, a " not ſuffer it to be 'raken a. 
way by lavadersfrom abroad; nor by Statdigg Arniics 


o_—_ 
Indeed the Attempt of fettling a Standiog'Armyup-' 
'dthe People eaff, and willing to quit- their 
> - ingto quit” rheir Right: 
.-  onee'; for Standing'Artics are'contrery to the'Corn- 
the leaſt Right. - Souldiers-are' but Bedges' of Mivery 
: itany Country where they are found ; and what is the 
notion of Guards, bur a ſup thatthe People are” 
not able. to defend themſelves ?' and” if {6, the Fob a 
Prey to any body:- "The Miſtries* of thoſe Countries” 
- where Souldiers are, ' are Arguments” to' thbſt where 
they are not to keep them out. 'Like' ſo many Cater- 
pillars they waſt and deſtroy” the moſt fruitful Provin- 
-- ces: They carry a ſort of Charm about ther, that no- 
thing proſpers where they come; | and ever in thoſe / 
: Conntrics where they are found ſometimes neceflary;_ as 
| ro 1d they are confounded Evils; and men ' 
can hardly diſtinguiſh which is. moſt dangerous, ' the ' 
- Remedy or the Diſeaſe. We found” our War attended 
with many Inconveniences befides our quarteritig” of” 


Souldiets : our Trade and-Commerce decay'd; 'as" the © 
Trade of War encreaſed-; nay the Heavens themſelves 
beſtowed one/ edritifiue 


J ſhrowded his Head 

thicker Clouds, and the favourable lafluence. 

0] Beams to > ane Comarey's, | \Nature with-. 

drew her wonted :Bounty from -us, -and fed us with 

Fruits as immature. as our —_— The Scaſons alter*4 

us; we kacw- Summer .nor.. Winter, Spring nor 

utumn, any. otherwiſe than; by Menſuratio ; 
What Storms then, did: ,we, meet with on; 

in Seaſons. little-expetted >The, whole Courſe of; Na- 

ture ſeem'd to gn as we deckad fromous 


upon the account. of a few _Thiltles that ſtart. up in. & 
ED nl fogoes Coun upon the: 
account of a = 

I have, Sir, made the larger Di n_ upon this 
mn to vindicate thoſe —_—_ ” Gentlemen 
that put down, the Army, believing them to. be E rus 
Fri #00 us Sailors, ia laying aſide the Sup apo ef Ae Ar- 

to us; but if you. 

Nel who were 2 Lad Arey beour Dirtr and 
 Governours, as they. are wholly.ignorant of Maritime 
Aﬀairs, they ſuperjntend us, with an envenom'd grudg 

the forefaid account : for the Diſpute in your 
Houſe was, 0 Fhether an Army was ever uſefu], but 
etterS:curity to our Kingdom 

tembers of your bapoyrafle 


| C20 wi ada; 
posd for your Realm, you ought to chuſe the and 
that you had no occaſion of both when one would ſerve 
Now (if 1 may fo fay) we Sailors, carrying our point, 
in the Houſe of Commons againſt the Souldiers, muſt of 
neceſſity be hated by the Army Folk; and if any of 
theſe Army men or but one of them is'in your New. 
Commiſſion, we are falln moſt o—_ to Lee-ward, 


and God knows when weſhall fetch up the old Honour. 
and Glory of the Navy. 
Burl now, Sir, about upon your new Com- 


miſfion, or your new Commiſſioners, which you pleaſe; 
for take the Office entire, 'ris Linſey-woolley, balf new, 
half old; new. Commiſſioners with ll the old Officers. 
It is perhaps beneath the Dignity t Per es 
to have he} knowledg of their own is” Naval Aﬀaces, 
and therefore are forc't to truſt to the Judgment of 0-, 
thers. You know, Sir, taking of Minutes, writing a 
Letter or Order is a mighty piece of Buſineſs not.to be 
left to the Judgment of a new Secretary ; 'tis neceſlagy. 
to have one that ſerv'd the old Commiſſion, elſe how 
ſhall we ſteer the old Courſe? for. whoever conns the 
Ship of the Admiralty, the Secretary is always at the 
Helm; be knows all the Reaches, Buoys and Shelves of. 
the River of Parliament, and knows how ts ſteer clear. 
of 'em all : He is the Spring that moves the Clock-work: 
of the whole Board, the Oracle that is to be conſulted. 
on all Occaſions he fits at the Board behind a great 
Periwig,peeping thro it like a Rat out of a Butter-firkio, 
ready to miſrepreſent the Caſe of any Complainer, by 
telling the Commiſſioners that be complains out of | na 
jadice, that he has written or ſpoken &. pr the 
Commiſſioners, that he is mad, &c. indeed what 
man in his Wits would endeavour to mend an Ad- 

migi- 
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iniſtcation. ſo. corrupt and rotten. as ours, Or to: comp 
plinof Grievances, v *tis jaſt, like Ringing. of hot 
Witer'to windward at Sea, which certainly fhes back m 
yourfice'and alds-you 27 oO 2 

'It is obſervable that they follow the Example of the 
old 'Commiſſioners in that unaccountable, whinr of  ga+- 
zetting all Complaints: that-are tranſmitted to them. _ If 
A. B. ſends'them a Letter ors they defire A B.to at- 
rend them, without telli gi e world the ſubje&t matter 
of A, B's Letter? 4: B,| new oF it before, 6g the 
knowledg of it can be no advantage to any beſides the. 
Patty complain'd _ | , | 
» You know, Sir, for ſome years laſt paſt the noiſe of an 
Invaſiort has been a neceſſary Imagination in our, Govern-: 
ment, and has been preſented to us asa neceſfary ſhooing: 
horn'to'draw on you know what ; for if there be any 
meaning in it, it-muſt be a few more Land-forces, and a- 
great deal more Mony, as if the Children of England 
were but one Remove from Naturals, and willing. to 
make Dncks and Drakes with their Mony, and play it 
away as Boys do Cherryſtones. Had the noiſe of an Inva- 
fion thelatter end of laſt Seſſions been real,and our Inten- 
tions to prevent it ſincere, our good Lords of the Ad- 
miralty would have ſent our Fleet from the Downs be- 
fore the 15th of Fuly, We have made a fine Summer's: 
Work of it, . conſidering the great Danger they told us 
we were in inthe Spring, Some of our great Ships have: 
fail'd froth the Medway to the Downs, and from the 
Downs to Medwey + Over the Water,. Maſter, for a 
Penny. 'At this Rate our great Ships may ſpoil the Trade 
of the Deal-bookers, and our ſmall Craft be ſupplanc- 
ed by the King's Frigots. Did they not now give any 
body time enough to difembark upon our Country > 

_” Fhe 
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The Enemy might have come upon our Coaſts, and 
faſtn'd their Hazers to our Rocks, and tow'd away our 
Iſland, and made it a part of the Continent, in fo long 
an Interval betwixt Counſel and Attion. We have made 
but a very indifferent Figure at Sea this year, if we 
confider England as the moſt Potent Nation of the Uni- 
verſe in ſhipping, W= ; Ships enough to beat the whole 
World twice over, and a good Fleet left for a Reſerve » 
into the Bargain. But ſuch Actions as theſe muſt be 
done by the natural Sons of the Sea, and the manage- 
ment of the Fleet muſt at ſuch a time be under the 
Condu@& of men, whoſe Heads are not cramm'd with 
Land-Notions, and who would manage Fleets as they do 
Land- Armies aſhoar. And this leads me to diſcuſs a-new 
Point, the late Notion of Fortifying of Gariſons for 
Security of our Shipping. 

This fortifying of Gariſons to ſecure the Fleet, looks 
© much like intrenching, which for ſeveral Years to- 
ether in Flanders coſt the Eng/;h Nation ſuch a woun- 
y deal of Mony, in Spades, Pickaxes and Wheelbar- 
rows, that I can't down with it. Such a Notion as this 
may ſute the Governments of Saly and Madagaſcar well 
enough, But the Ezg/iſb are yet Maſters of the Sea, and 
have no occaſion of a Subterfuge that I know of: Our 

Guns on board Ship have hitherto been their Defence, 
without the Auxiliary Affiſtance of Platforms. and 
Lines. But the laſt year we had an Author 4tarted 
out with an Anſiver to all the Books written agaiaſt a 
Standing Army, —_ in that pious Work by the 
Court Party; wherein he tells us, Pag. 66. That the 


French from Stokes-bay may be able to deſtroy our Fleet 
at Portſmouth, His Subje&t required ſomething to be 
faid of Fleets'and Bays; and Sher 


, Soulbay, or Torbay 
| are 
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are the ſame to' the MY wrote for. But pray, Mr. 
Poſitive, what ſort of Guns muſt the French have to 
deſtroy our Ships at Portſmouth from Stokes-Bay 2 If you 
build them a Platform a top of Gilkicker or Stoke- 
Church,you may do ſomething tho you're a woundy way 
off (till ; But being a good Pilot, you may perhaps bring 
them from Stokes-Bay into Portſmouth Harbour, not- 
withſtanding they muſt firſt engage the Caſtle z and 
then entring the Harbour, muſt by the poſition of the 
Sands fall ſo near a Platform of Guns. on the Starboard 
fide, that one may fling a Bisket Cake aſhoar from the 
Ship. If they get by here, they next paſs a Caſtle upon 
the Point, and all the Point lined with Cannon, and 
within Musket Shot of the Enemy. Next they have. on 
the Larboard-ſide, the whole Gariſon of Goſpert, 
its Caſtles, Lipes, and Platforms to. engage 3 beſides in 
the midſt of that Harbour a Caſtle and a great many 
Guns at the Dock. Now, Mr. Infallible Courtier ! the 
French are in a very good ſtation, Goſpert rakes 'em fore 
and aft,and Portſmouth peppers their Quarters and Sterns: 
you have cen fairly brought them on, how the Devil 
will you get them off? And pray remember I han't 
ſpoke one word of Sonthſea-Caſtle all this while, which 
I am ſure upon ſuch- an occafion would have one ſlap at 
their Arſes; nay the very Pot-Guns at Rhyde wanls do 


**m ſome miſchief; Now let the world = whether the 
r 


Author of that Book deſerv'd 500 1. ach a Notion 
as this : I dare engage they- won't giveme half the Mony 
for my Book, tho it contains plain Truth and matter of 
FaQ,wholly defign'd for the Intereſt of the Exgl;b Nation. 
. It 3s evident, that it. s none of our. Intereſt to 
lock up our Ships in. the Cheſt at Chatham, nor to ſecure 
them in the Harbours of *Portſmonth or "Phymonth. Our 
| Ships 
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| Ships were built to-keep the Enemies from our Harbours, 
and not our Gariſons built to defend our Shipping. Our 
firſt Conteſt ought to be upon the Water, where if we 
are beaten (which.I think we ſhan't be under a good 
Management ) and we fly for Refuge to our fortify'd 
Harbours, the Enemy. will hardly follow us thither, for 
tis none of their buſineſs to knock their Heads againſt 
Stone-wallsz their buſineſs then is to land upon us and 
invade us, being well aſſured if they can get the Land, 
the Forts, Gariſons and Ships will come in of courſe, 
For my part I never queſtion'd the Courage of my 
Brethren the Tarrs, nor their Conſtancy and Fidelity 
to the Intereſt of the Exg/iſo Nation 3 they can do Won- 
ders when under a good Management and Uſage. This 
Notion of fortifying of Gariſons to ſecure Shipping, 
looks alſo as if we were afraid of ſome new Imaginary 
Evil ; here is ſomething ſtarted up in the room of an 
Invaſion, the Fears and Jealouſies- of our Courtiers 
grow like Muſhrooms : but Ile ſay that for 'em, that they 
never adyance a terrible Goblin but there's Mony ia the 
Tail on't. I bope our doughty Author that encounters 
and anſwers all Mankind, when our Gariſons come to 
be fortify'd, will be at leaſt Sir Chriſtopher Wrez in 
the Aion; 'tis pity this wonderful Notion of his 
ſhould go without a farther Reward. 

As the Sancho Pancha to this ©x7rxot, follows a nameleſs 
Squire with a Book about fortiftying Dover Peer to ſe- 
cure the King's Ships : this heſays is a Manuſcript of Sir 
Walter Raleigh's to Queen Elizabeth, which he tound a» 
mongſt ſome mouldy Records. Now all the Reaſon in 
this Book is not worth an Eggihe! What can you ga- 
ther from it? Why this: Sir Walter Raleigh t 
the fortifying of Dover ws a ſecurity to Ships of War 

2 | in 
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in the Days 'of Queen Beſ7, therefore it is neceſſa1 
now. 'How far this Conſequence will hold water I can't 
tell: Butto ſay that Queen Elizabeth had a very pitiful 
Navy, not fo good as our fifth and fixth Rates, yet by the 
Choice of good Commanders ſhe routed and deſtroyed 
the Invincible Armado of Spaiz, and therefore we ought 
to follow the ſame Example, is good reaſoning, and ad- 
vantageoustothe Realm. We may err in Particulars, but 
what G been generally ated for the good of the Realm, 
pratiſed and approved by many Ages now extinQ, 
will always hold good, and ſtill be our help. Our Au- 
thor dos not beg our pardon for not tellingus how much 
Mony it will coſt us to cleanſe Dover Peer, how many 
Loads of Mud are in it, nor whether there is not more 
Mud there than will cover the whole County of Ker, 
tho he- is ſo civil in his Epiſtle to ask Sir W. Raleighs par- 
don for publiſhing his Manuſcript, tho Sir Walter dy'd 
about 100 years ago, Whence the Devil this humour 
of crying all things down our Fathers have found uſe- 
fal came, I can't tell z But certainly men were never 
more out of love with old Things, and the approved 
Maxims and Ways of our F orefiiber than now: How 
many Fleets have rode in the Downs ſecure of all Tem- 
pw: tell me how many Ships we loft there, or have 
n forc't from their Anchors thence during the War ? 
Now ſuppoſe we had as much Mony in Erxg/and as there 
is Mud in Dover Peer, what advantage would the forti- 
fying of it be to the Engliſh Navy 2? Perhaps we might 
loſe more Ships in one year in bringing them into the 
Peer, than have and will be loſt in the Downs from the 
beginning of the World to the ReſurreRion. If our 
Author be made Pilot to bring them into the Peer, Ile 
lay my Cap to a Trunnel that he's hang'd in a Months 
time, 


- 
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time. But what need all theſe ProjeRte, theſe Chimzra's ? 
who amongſt us is afraid? For our parts we are not : 
ive us but good Commanders, good Pay, and better 


ictuals, we defy the Devil and all his Works. Don't ... 


you remember what we did at /z Hogze, we can ſhow 
you ſuch -another. Trick whenever there . is occaſion 
forit. We have abundance of Attempts to ſet us beſide 
our true Intereſt in Naval Afairs ; .pray when, Sir, 
will you give a fair” puſh to ſet us before the Wind for 
the Honour and Glory of our Country ? 

* Thus I hope I have overſet the Vanity of two 
Authors, tho the defign of my writing was to ſhow 
you the Miſcarriages of the Navy, the Wrecks they have 
already made, that you may (ſteer clear of them, and 
find out e*ce it is too late ſome Method to put us in a 
right os for the defence of your Nation. 

I ſhould in the next place -proceed to the Navy 
Office, and give you an Account of the hard Uſage of 
the” Sailors therez the impious Method of buying their 
Tickets, of keeping them out of their Pay upon the ac- 
count of 9's and R's ſet upon their names in the Navy- 
Books ;- and the abominable Praftices of the Officers of 
the Pay-Office, &c. But another Method is taken to in- 
form your Honourable Houſe of their Grievances, 

I could alfo inlarge upon the abominable PraRtice of 
preſſing the: Seamen for the Service, and ſhow how in- 
conliſtent it was with the rights of a freeborn People. 
Indeed the abuſes of the Sailors are ſo many and fo 
great, that a man knows not where to begin or end. 

Perhaps, Sir, you never heard of ſuch an Office as 
Slop-ſeller to his Majeſty's Navy, and therefore I muſt 
acquaiat you with the Original of that Office. -A cer- 


tain Perſon. in K. C. the 24's time got in with one P 
* tne 
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the Royal Whores, and ſhe got him a Patent to he Slop- 
ſcller to his Majeſty's Navy, which is as much as to ſay. 
ſhe got him empowered by the King's Sign Manual to 
cheat all his Sailors z for no Slops were' to be ſent on 
Board, and (old to the Sailors, but what belong'd to this 
Perſon 3 at this rate he got at leaſt 5o per Cent. Now 
this Patent is ſtill in force, and the Seamen under this 
Government have, met with the ſame Uſage. This has 
been the general Complaint of the Sailors of the whole 
Navy 3 but the Officers of the Navy finding it profitable 


to themſelves, have ſtill ſupported the Cheat : For the 


Slopfeller allows 124. in the Pound to the Pay-Office for 
ſtopping the Slop-Mony -at the Pay-Table. If you 
pleaſe ('tis very eaſy ) to examine the Books of the 
Pay-Office upon this Account, you! find that* the Poun- 
dage receiv'd in that Office upon this and the Account of 
Tobacco, amounts to about 80 Thouſand pound during 
the laſt War. | 

Let us now deſcend to the Vitualling, the loweſt and 
moſt corrupt Office of the Navy. The Cure of the Navy 
is done but by halves; for tho the Head may be eas'd by 
Cephalick Medicins, yet if the lower Region of the Sto- 
mach: be 'infefted, its noxious and poiſonous Vapours 
will aſcend and affe& the Brain, This is the Condition 
of -our Navy. The Head is only ſhaven to prevent the 
Freazy : without Bloodletting and other neceſſary Appli- 
cations to effe& a Cure, the whole Body labours under 
an ill Habit, which, till remoy'd, our Ships Rudders + 
will hardly cut water, and our Ships, the Walls of our 
Iſland, will be a weak Defence, and their Cannon as in- 
fignificant as ſo many Squibs or Crackers. From the 
Votes of your Houſe the laſt Seflions by the Admiralty, 
I ſpell the whole Atfair'of the Navy 3 the —— 
| | an 
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and Nayy Offices being rather conſtituent parts than 


' dependent Offices upon it : and I thought that yourVotes, 
condemning the ill PraQtices .of -one, had ſupposd. a 

the reſt ; that this was as clearly underſtood as if aahad 
been verbally expreſt ; that fince you were over $hoes, 
there was no occaſion of your being over Boots too 
in the Anger Stable of the Navy ; and that there was 
a little neceſſity for you to ſtir a thing that already 
ſtank over the whole Kingdom. I hop the general Re- 
ſentment of our Repreſentatives in Parliament carried 
ſach a force in it, that the thing reſented had no need 
of Retroſpeion. I little thought to have heard of 
any more Complaints, or to have umploy'd my Pen any 
more. on this Subject: But we ſtill labouring under the 
fame Miſmanagements and Adminiſtration, I ſhall with 
Fidelity inform you of the paſt and preſent State of the 
ViRtualling 3 which Hints, I hope, by your greater 
Wiſdom may be improv'd to an effe&ual RedreG. 

I told you the laft Seſſions the Qualifications of thoſe 

Commiſſioners z and methinks it is great pity, that fo 
many worthy Patriots as brought his Majeſty to the 
Throne, Men valuable for their Parts and Skill in Bu- 
fineſs, ſhould want Imployments, and his Majeſty be 
forc't to pick up a Journyman Apothecary, one that 
was hir'd at 50 5s. per wenſem Surgeon of a Ship to the 
Weſt Indies upon the Revolution, to be a Commiſſioner 
in that Office. But how much ſoever Men of Merit 
and Worth are negle&ted it matters not, provided our 
Country and Government were well ſeryd, which cannot - 
be done by ill men, that have netther Honeſty nor Senſe, 
 , When men are eftabliſhed Commiſhtoners, what is 
their firſt buſineſs 2 If they have bought their Places, 


then they muſt do ſomething to make good their Pur- 
* chaſe 


(16) 
chaſe Mony-3 they muſt get ſomething to live at a grout 
rate 3 they muſt provide ſomething for their Childrens 
Pertions; they muſt.lay by ſomething to make their 
Peace, when they are found tardy 3 and they mult re. 
ſerve ſomething to live upon when they are old; and 
after all their Samethings, 'tis ten to one if the People 
have any thing left beſides Taxes. Now the Viqual- 
lers having nothing allow'd them beſides their. Salaries, 


7 they ' muſt find out ſomething too for themſelves; 


and ſince they have no Perquilites, they muſt make 
ſome. Upon this account they ſeiz'd to their own uſe 
the Boards-Ends in the Cooperidg, which Boards 
Ends are pieces ſaw'd off from the Pipe-Staves, when 
they are cut into equal Lengths to make the Cask. 
Theſe Boards-Ends were formerly ſold for the King's 
advantage, and were ſometime the Perquiſite of the Maſ- 
ter Cooper when the Victualling was in Contract. The 
largeſt of theſe Boards-Ends will ſerve to make Buckets 
for the Navy's uſe, the ſhorter to make Canns, and the 
leaſt may be ſold to Bruſh and Hourglaſs makers. In- 
deed the Boards-Ends themſelves are a great loſs to the 
King, but the loſs is much advanced by the manner of 
ſecuring them to the Commiſſioners uſe 3 every Com- 
miſſioner but one having a Labourer appointed for that 
Service, and paid out of the Nations Pocket. Theſe 
Labourers are not under the Check and Command of 
the Officers of the Yards ; their Buſineſs is to carry in 
their Fardel of Boards-Ends to their Commiſſioners, and 
then their day's Service is over. And if at any time 
their Complement of Boards-Ends falls ſhort, then they 
ſaw the new Staves to pieces to make Ends. Mr. Fohr 
*Bridgar, the Overſeer of the Cooperidg, once found a 
Labourer at this piece of Service, and immediately diſ- 
charged 
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charged him 3 upon which the Commiſſioner made his 
life uneaſy by an inveterate grudg upon this Account, 
and at laſt made his Office-uſcle(s ; aud though the Per- 
ſon he' diſcharged was for ſome time out of Service, the 
Commiſlioners as a Reward of his Iniquity, prefer'd him 
to a much better Emyloyment in the Cutting-bouſe. ' 

I ſhall not infiſt here upon the ſmall Perquilites. of 
Beef and Pork, the common Provifion for their Fa- 
milies 3 nor on the deplorable Condition of the King's 
Bavin-ſtack torn to pieces by theſe Miſcreants, from 
which 100 in a week have been carried into two of 
the Commiſſioners Houſes. | 

Another of their Perquiſites is. the Ox-Tonguey 
which: formerly were diſtributed to the Ships of War 
in number according to the Proportion of Proviti- 
ons the Ship received: To every 160 pieces of Beef | 
- Ceach Ox, one with the- other, being computed to 
make ſo many pieces) was allowed a Tongue : But 
now the Ships have allow'd. according to their Rates, 
what number of Tongues the Commiſſioners pleaſe, 
which Tongues receive once a Year; the Over- 
plus of T ; Which is very conſiderable, falling to 
their own Di At Chriſtmaſi the Lords of the 
reaſury and their Officers have ſo many; the Lords of 

Admiralty ſo many, Commiſſioners of the Navy fo 
many, of the Vicualling the reſt ; befides each a 
ta of Marrow-bones. Thus theſe kind Creatures 
Preſents to one another out of the publick Stock of the 
Kingdom. ; 

"This Office has long ur Fo hc mou oo 
inthe Kingdom, in ſtifling ſuch plaints as have been. 
brought againſt their Offcers ; and with good Reaſon 
190, for the like Thieves ar privy to the Embezle- 
be | | ments 


Oita buy of the King; and fell-to- the- 
r 
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ments of the great ones z od "0 no Puniſhers ate found 
whierr all- men are guilty. We muſt 'make no Preee- ' 
dents of this Nature; thus the whole Axle-Tree'of our - 
Offices would crack, and' the EE ISL We 
would be portentous of a black Ni them. 
Time has been when the Viduallers 'd one 
of their Creatures ſoon after a Compheine againſt him 
for drinking K. James's Health, and have- pardon'd 
xnother upon his Confeſſion of, Embezlements. But 
of this T have ſpoke more at large i in another Book, as 
of their buying and ſelling to the Office 3 ſo that I ſhall 
no farther urge what has infifted on already,- bur 
Tall leave it to the Conſideration of your Honourable 
Honſe how far detrimental it mnſt be to the Nation - 


own Price; and whether this fort of Pradtice ha 
BR ents Forbes TE ee 
Ee y E$ y 
itt that Office, are Evident ofthe ter ay 
which fuch Eftates have b 
The Commiſſioners and Officers, þ by making Intereſt 
for their Friends to fell in Provifions, | have too often. 
been the Occafion of bad Proviſions being brought into 
$tores3 for when Goods are bought by'fivour and - 
oh, the lity of the" Commodity is- not con-- 
fidered, but the tuity given the Officer is the prin- 
cipal Verb. By this means the Vietualſin was a long 
titne ſupply'd with Bread- made of undae Mixtures, as 
Horſe-Beans,Peaſe,Rye, Barley, &c. Nay damag'd Peaſe 
have been bought out of the Office, afterwards dry'd 
over the Bakets Ovens, ground meo Flower, - Bread 
made of it, and ſo1d imo the Office at” the ſame 
as if rhade of all Wheat. Th mar pt long 


v 
the poor Sailors, who ay'd by Thouſands in” Newil's 
Squadron in the Weft-Jndies. This Praftice was known 
to, and countenanced by the Commiſſioners, but no | 7 
ſtop put to it till Mr. Kely a Bisket-Baker mov'd in ' | 
that point, when ſome of the Bread was left upon the Y 
Bakers handsz and: being merchantable only with the 
King, they knew not how to diſpoſe of it, and there- 
fore applyd themſelves to others who had Intereſt e- 
nough to paſs it iato the Office, who bought it of 
them. I could tell you the Names of the Perfbns who 
bought this ſophiſticated Bread, and ſold it into the 
Ha they being Members of your own Houſe, 
heat 


bear. I could tell you alfo of another that 
to the King, and far from being the beſt, 
t the beſt price 3 and of another that ſells Flower to 
8 Sea-Service, which after the Labourers 
have broken the Lumps in it, is bak'd into Coarſe 
you never yet heard in a former Par- 
liament, when Wright the Purveyor was accuſed as hav- - 


ing Fg a proc ious Eſtate in the Vidualling, andrex- | * 
cus ir 


P 
ways we have of obliging ſome ſort of People. 'Tis 


true we Tarrs only feel the Effect of this Management ; 
we only at preſent are gut-founderd and poiſon'd : But 
theſe Storms at Sea may in time reach the Land, your 
lofty Turrets and ſtately Edifices may feel the fury of 
the Storm, which may level you into a Condition e- 
with our ſelves. For how can your antient Con- 

itution, the old and approv'd Laws of the Realm, 


ſabſiſt under ſuch papuny Longing? for every _ 
2 "ber 
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ber thus corrupted is a Bough cut 'off from the Tree 
of your Conſtitution, which ſuffering ſuch Amputati- 
ons, will in time wither and ſhrivel to nothing. If you 
do not - reſtrain your 'own Members, who ſhall fer 
Bounds to the Multitude ? When ſuch as ſhould be Pa- 
trons of our Liberties, and Examples of Juſtice and 
Honeſty to others, are corrupted by evil and finiſter Re- 
wards, they ſtagger the People of the whole Realm; - 
theſe men. break down a' whole Pole of the Hedg at 
once, and leave a Gapfor thouſands to-follow-them. 
But before [leave this Head, T1 muſt tender you one 
Cake more of Horſe-Beafi Bisket, -which certainly muſt 
ftick upon: any -man*s Stomach endow'd with common 
Principles 'of Humanity 3 which is the Lives of many 
Thouſands of Sailars loft upon this account, the mean- 
eſt of which di4 more Service'to his Country, than all 
the Miſcreants that fed them with corrupted Food 
they .are dead and gone, -and their Service to their 
Country 1s quite loſt : all 'you can do is to prevent 
the like for the fature-z which T'wiſh were done for the 
common Good of the Realm: & MEORTAG! 
But getting of Eſtates, and not gettitig wholfom 
Proviſions for the Sailors, has been the buſineſs of the 
. ViQuualling. A certain Perſon might well enough ſtick 
inthe Skirts of Admiral 'R»ſel about'the Mony Impreſted 
to the Admiral for vitaalling in the Straits 5 this Mo- 
ny was diverted out of the proper Channel'af the Vieu- 
alling, -and the other Joſt rwice as much-as the Admiral 
got by that Bargain, for otherwiſe the Mony had paſsd 
thro his Hands; and/you'know, Sir; the Nations Mo- 
'ny will flick tothe Officers figers.- ” This 'Gentleman 
needed no ways and nitans of 'getting Mony; for every 
body muſt acknowledg it 'a' comfortable 3 


DE ( 21 ” oF 
-for a man to be chief Colnmilliner of an Offce, and tis 
Son the Treaſurer ; mae doe mages ge and 
the other to make them, eſpeciall ain; 4-cibr that al- 
ways paid out of Courſe, as the Vieualling has done. 

£ cannot forbear mentioning one praQtice in the Vic- 
tualling, which I think very invaſive on the Liberty of 
the Subject, which is, their ſelling of Protections to - 
freeborn Engliſb-menz the Labourers and Workmen 
being firſt to take Prote&ions from their Secretary at 
12 d.apiece to ſecure them from the Preſs, The Laws - 
of our Land fay no man ſhall be kept in durance with- 
out Cauſe. of Attion 3 and an Ergliſb-man has a native 
Right to his Liberty, and .is upon no Account to be 
under Conſtraint but by power of Law: Now for 
theſe men- to ſell an Belk -man that Right he is born 
to, makes our -Government look more like that of 
Algiers, 'than the Country of a free and independent 
People. We have a fine Revolution indeed if we are 
forc't to purchaſe our Freedom from thoſe- that are in 
our Pay, and wear our Livery. If you ſuffer theſe men 
to ſell ,our Liberties for a Shilling, they'l in a / little 
time ſelFyour Country for a Song. 

Had the Commanders of our Navy taken no more 
Care of their Hounds, than the Vicuallers have done 
of. their Sailors, we ſhould -g- wy a9 "ref meg wand 
| ty amongſt the Dogs as 'we amongſt the Men. 
This is another: abuſe upon the Sailors and Nation, to 
have a Kennel of Hounds aboard Ship to eat up the 
Sailors Victualsz and the Folk in Speir could think £ 
no otherwiſe than hair-brain'd, to ſend a parcel of 
Huntſmen Commanders of the Fleet. This was a 
trick put upon the. poor Sailors, who inſtead of 
Jing of Sails, and hawling the main Tack aboard, were 
imploy 


aptains Dags: had din'd. 
ptains Poultry, his Sheep, 
never born upon the Purſers 
Proviſions when the poor Sai- 


And now, Sir, I have given you a ſhort View of the 
Condition of the Navy : do you think under ſach a 
Management it will ever anſwer your Ends, or be that 
fecurity 'to the Realm your Honourable Houſe has 
propoſed ? I endeavoured the laſt Seffions, in my Sea- 
mans Opinion of a ſtanding-Army, to ſhew that the 
Navy of England was our beſt and chief ſecurity; I 


- am of the fame ion ftill, but muſt needs fay it 


can never be ſo under this Managemen 
thers found the Advantageof their Shipping, tho made 
but of Wicker and Hydes 3” and hear our old Sailors 
often talk of one K. Edger, that uſed in a great Navy 
of theſe Frigots to coalt upon this Ifdand every Year, 
by which means he kept his Kingdom in Peace, which 
before was altnoſt every ' year invaded” by "I 
Certainly .our Fleet is of more to' us, and a 
eater ſecurity to our Iſland than Foreign Alliances'; 
The native ireagth of our Kingdom, which never 
yet faild us, will always be a better Support to us than 


fo Auxiliary Prop can be. Auxiliaries may as well 


nd as defend-us. Mercenaries ſerve thoſe moſt that 
pay them beſt. But Nature has placd our Country 

It ſelf, contiguous no part of the World 3 and as we 
ſtand by our ſelves, we ought to be our Kfdefenders 
ſince we are capable of being {o,- But if well incapa- 
eitate our (cles, by letting our Shipping, Gr 
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ofthe Kingdom, run to ruin, we muſt feel the Effefts of 
our own Folly. We have but one Security left us, and- 
like unthinking Sinners, we e& the one Thing 
needful. We have but one fort of People amongſt us, 
I mean our Sailors, that are our conſtant and ready 
help, and thoſe we abuſe after a moſt barbarous and 
inbuman manner. Are theſe the grateful Returns of 
our Country to Men that have done us the moſt 
lar Services? Are theſe the Rewards of Valour and 
very? Are the Sons of the Britiſh Seas thus 
for their good Services to their Country ? Tell it not 
in Gath, publiſh it not in the Streets of A-kalon / Let not 
the Heathen World be acquainted with our Shame ! Telt 
not how our young men have fallen, not by the Sword 
and deſtroying Bullets, but by bad Provifions and nai» 
ſom Scents! Let not our infamous Annals be handed 
down to Poſterity, but draw a Sable Curtain over que 
Enterpri to hide them from the view of ſi 

A | Let our Maritime Afﬀairs be buried in the Bottoms 
fe Dove, and their Memory in eternal Silence } "Tis 
too hard a Turn of Fate to be the ſcandalous Wander 
of this, and of future — If you have any love, 
Sir, for your Country! it you have any kindneſd for 
the beſt conſtituted Government in the World ! if you 
have any Bowels of Pity for your Children that are to 
ſucceed you, employ your Intereſt to revive the Credit 


of our finking Navy; otherwiſe your antient Um 


may in time be the Poſſeſſion of men of a 

guage, who ſhall diſturb the peaceful Urns of your 
e 

Ca . 


P itors, and not carry your Children away 
=.» make them Slaves upon their own Free» 


FINIS. 


